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evening to find that what was undoubtedly their right by
royal warrant had been ignored by the young secretary,
who, if he might be allowed to say so, had mismanaged
the arrangements of an otherwise interesting function. I
was furious, and wanted Temple to allow me to write back
and say the pair had come in at the last moment, when all the
lists and arrangements had been completed, and that they
should be grateful that they had been included at all. But
with Temple, who had a proper dread of the church
militant, wiser counsels prevailed. He made me bring
forth the Army List, and between us we worked out an
elaborate sum, which, when duly checked, conclusively
proved that, three days before the arrival of his reverence
and his lady at Nagpore, they had both attained, whilst
travelling in the bullock-coach along the dusty road, to
the dignity of major in the army, with precedence accord-
ing. And that I had sent them both down as only captains
I was guiltily forced to admit. Temple, with his own hand,
was then pleased to write a letter expressing deep regret for
the unfortunate mistake, and as the bullock-coach and its
occupants left Nagpore the next day, I was spared their
further wrath. But time and age soften one's prejudices,
and permit me after nearly a half-century of interval to
judge the reverend pair less harshly than I at first did.
I can now realise the excusable elation with which they both
recognised the arrival of their new rank when it overtook
them in their bullock - coach on the long dreary road up-
country. The function at the Residency was an unexpected
opportunity of wearing their three-days-old dignity, and my
bungling must have been a severe disappointment. But
considering it was Christmas time, and that he was a parson,
I do not think he need have been so insistent in demanding
my blood. If in this truthful recital the sympathy of my
audience is more with me than with my clerical exposer,
I think they may agree that it would have served the
reverend gentleman right had he been gibbeted as even
was the pompous old civilian in the following anecdote of